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The 2009 Bainbridge Island Sustainable Holiday Guide is a project of the SUSTAINABLE
BUSINESS NETWORK OF BAINBRIDGE ISLAND. SBN is a new, membership-based network of
locally owned businesses, organizations, and engaged citizens, dedicated to strengthening the
local economy through education, networking, marketing, and the promotion of business
practices and policies that are socially, environmentally, and economically responsible. For
more information, visit www.SBNBainbridge.net.

GIVE ISLAND EXPERIENCES AND
MEMORIES. Do something special with your
friends and family members such as
volunteering together, seeing a local theatrical or
musical performance, or taking a long walk in
some part of the Island where you’ve never
adventured. Or present them with a gift
certificate for a local class or workshop. Get
your friends together for a potluck-style dinner
made with local, seasonal food.

 Special Holiday Events (in chronological
order).

Home for the Holidays Downtown Festival.
Holiday music, treats, free horse-drawn carriage
rides from 10am – 7pm on Nov. 28 in downtown
Winslow. Tree lighting at American Marine Bank
Plaza at 5:30pm. www.bainbridgedowntown.org

Bloedel Reserve Holiday Concert. Grammy
Award-winners Tingstad & Rumbel perform at
4:30pm on Nov. 29 at the Bloedel Reserve.Tickets:
$30. Reservations: 206-842-7631.
www.bloedelreserve.org

Bainbridge Library December Delights.
Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 10:30am: Wintery crafts
and stories for preschoolers and their families. Free!
Bainbridge Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave. N.
206-842-4162. www.bainbridgepubliclibrary.org

Holidays on The EDGE. Dec. 4, 7:30pm. BPA’s 4th
annual holiday FUNdraiser presents an engaging
evening with The EDGE Improv group. The
evening's festivities include dessert and champagne
plus a raffle for myriad enticements. 206-842-8569.
www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org

St. Nicholas Festival. Dec. 5, 9am-noon in Conger
Hall at St Cecilia Catholic Church, 1310 Madison
Ave. N. Feast on a pancake breakfast. Kids will
enjoy crafts and games. Back again this year is the
Three Kings Gift Shop, The Goodie Shop, and visits
or pictures with Santa. $10/person or $35/family at
the door. 206-842-1172.

Bainbridge Chorale Holiday Concert. “Rejoice.”
Dec. 5, 7:30pm & Dec. 6, 3pm, with Rolling Bay
Presbyterian Church. www.bainbridgechorale.org

Holiday Carnival at the Pool. Dec. 9, 6-8pm.
Games, prizes, and activities at the Aquatic Center.
206-842-2302. www.biparks.org

Bainbridge Performing Arts presents Peter Pan.
Dec. 11 – 20. 206-842-8569.
www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org

Home Alone Film Screening to Benefit Toys for
Tots and Helpline House. Bring your family to this
Holiday classic in which an 8-year old boy is
mistakenly left at home when the rest of his family
departs for Paris for the holidays. Dec. 12, 11 am, at
Bainbridge Cinemas at the Pavilion, 403 N. Madison
Ave. Admission is either a financial or food donation.
206-855-8173.

www.SBNBainbridge.net
www.bainbridgedowntown.org
www.bloedelreserve.org
www.bainbridgepubliclibrary.org
www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org
www.bainbridgechorale.org
www.biparks.org
www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org
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Home for the Holidays Caroling Party. Dec. 12, 4
- 5pm, Eagle Harbor Congregational Church.
Ovation! Musical Theatre Bainbridge and Bainbridge
Chorale co-present free, old-fashioned community
caroling sing-a-long. Songsheets provided.
Donations of cash or non-perishable food items
benefit Helpline House. www.ovationmtb.com

Chanukkah Party. Congregation Kol Shalom. Dec.
12, 6pm at 9010 Miller Rd. www.kolshalom.net

Evensong. Dec. 13, 5pm. St. Barnabas Church,
1187 Wyatt Way NW. 206-842-5601.
www.stbbi.org

Lighted Parade of Boats. Music, holiday carols, hot
chocolate/cider, view boats, plus Argosy Christmas
Ship. Dec. 13, 6pm, Waterfront Park.

Bainbridge Island Youth Orchestra. Dec. 13, 7pm.
Music by Mendelssohn and Handel. Island Church,
Sportsman Club Road. Free. www.biyo.us

Ovation! Musical Theatre Bainbridge presents
Fiddler on the Roof. Dec. 14 - 20 at Bainbridge
High School Theatre (9330 NE High School Road).
www.ovationmtb.com

Squeaky Wheels Annual Light Up the Night Ride.
Dec.17. Decorate yourselves and your bikes with
lights, music and costumes, and ride around
Winslow to help publicize lighting and safety. Begins
at 5:30 p.m. the Marge Williams Center, 221
Winslow Way W. www.squeakywheels.org

Winter Concert and Sing Along at The Island
School. Dec.17, 7 – 8pm. Concert by student choral
groups followed by audience sing-along and
refreshments. Free. Webster Hall at The Island
School, 8553 NE Day Road. 206-842-0400.
www.theislandschool.org

Island Theatre at the Library: Greetings by Tom
Dudzick, directed by Fred Saas. A young man brings
home his Jewish atheist fiancé to meet his very
Catholic parents on Christmas Eve. Dec. 19 & 20.
7:30pm. Free, donations appreciated. Bainbridge
Public Library, 1270 Madison Ave N. 206-842-4162.
www.islandtheatre.org

Handel’s Messiah Sing-A-Long. Hosted by the
Bainbridge Chorale, Dec. 29, 7pm at Rolling Bay
Presbyterian Church, 11042 Sunrise Drive. NE.
Open to everyone, including those who want to sing
and those who just want to listen, to benefit the
Chorale Young Singers Program. Suggested
donation of $10, with children under 13 free.
www.bainbridgechorale.org. 206-780-2467.

Mochi Tsuki Festival. Jan. 3, 11am – 3 pm.
Traditional Japanese sweet rice-making festival at
IslandWood. www.bijac.org

Sing Out 2009: Tickets to the 11th anniversary Sing
Out on Jan. 30 make great gifts: a day of song, soul-
food dinner, and black-gospel-style choral music at
the Filipino-American Hall with the Total Experience
Gospel Choir. Info: 206-842-4164.

 Give Experiences as Gifts (arranged
alphabetically).

Bainbridge Island Aquatic Center punch card:
www.biparks.org

Bainbridge Performing Arts Theatre School
classes: www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org

Fields’ End writing workshops. www.fieldsend.org

Island Music Guild classes: www.islandmusic.org

IslandWood. Sign up for a docent-led site tour with
your out-of-town visitors, or an Enviro-Exploration on
a Sunday afternoon. www.islandwood.org

Oil & Water art classes: www.oilandwaterarts.com

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ARTISTS, CRAFTS-
PEOPLE, AND FARMERS at arts & crafts fairs
and the Winter Farmers’ Market (arranged
alphabetically).

Winter Farmers Market. Saturday mornings
through Dec. 19, 10am – 3pm, at Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church. Seasonal produce, local
wines, plus artist-made gifts.
www.bainbridgefarmersmarket.com.

Indie Banditas Bazaar offers handmade, mostly
“green” purses & totes using new and vintage
materials, journals, aprons, eco-friendly kids
clothing, jewelry, baked goods and more. Twenty of
the 76 artists are from Bainbridge, with the rest from
the Seattle area. Nov. 27 & 28,10am - 5pm at
Woodward Middle School with an after event party
starting at 5:30pm on Saturday. 206-376-4907.
www.indiebanditasbazaar.blogspot.com

16th Annual Bainbridge Island Christmas in the
Country. Dec 4, 5 & 6. Friday & Saturday 10am-
5pm, Sunday 11am- 5pm. Visit historic homes &
farms hosting over 70 regional artists offering
handmade arts and crafts. Live music, Santa photos,
and free pony rides for kids 12 & under. Plus
evening concerts at Island Music Guild. Details and
map: 206-842-6883.
www.christmasinthecountry.info

www.ovationmtb.com
www.kolshalom.net
www.stbbi.org
www.biyo.us
www.ovationmtb.com
www.squeakywheels.org
www.theislandschool.org
www.islandtheatre.org
www.bainbridgechorale.org
www.bijac.org
www.biparks.org
www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org
www.fieldsend.org
www.islandmusic.org
www.islandwood.org
www.oilandwaterarts.com
www.bainbridgefarmersmarket.com
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26th Anniversary Bainbridge Island Winter
Studio Tour. Dec. 4, 5 & 6, 10am – 6pm daily.
Seventy artists share their artwork and creative
vision in seven studios and three historic Bainbridge
community halls. 206-842-0504.
www.bistudiotour.com

Bainbridge Island Winery Tastings and Tours.
Visit six Island wineries, Dec. 4, 5 & 6, from noon –
5pm. www.bainbridgewineries.com

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS AND
CHARITIES. Consider a donation to or
purchase a gift membership in one of the many
local nonprofit organizations that make
Bainbridge Island such a special place to live
(arranged alphabetically).

Bainbridge Community Foundation. A donation to
BCF gives back to our community. Choose from the
Community Response Fund, an urgent needs fund
for social service agencies; the Housing Action
Fund for affordable housing projects; or the
Bainbridge Fund, from which BCF makes grants to
local nonprofits. Also, our “Gifting Opportunities”
webpage lists the most recent giving needs in our
community. Visit
www.bainbridgecommunityfoundation.org to see
where help is needed this holiday season. 206-842-
0433.

Bainbridge Island Historical Museum. The
Museum Gift Shop has local history-based gift ideas
including reproductions of antique toys, Bainbridge
Island historical notecards and ornaments,
thousands of historic photos that can be printed as
gifts, and locally authored/published books and CD’s
about Bainbridge Island. Or consider a museum
membership. Bring your out-of-town guests by for a
tour! 215 Ericksen Avenue NE. 206-842-2773.
www.bainbridgehistory.org

The Bainbridge Island Land Trust encourages
Islanders to give the gift of membership in BILT, or
donations to its Heart of the Forest acquisition
project in honor of associates/loved ones. Other gift
ideas: The book Walks on Bainbridge, as well as an
array of t-shirts, sweatshirts, notecards and coffee
mugs. 206-842-1216. www.bi-landtrust.org

Bainbridge Public Library. Buy gift certificates,
gently used books, CD's, DVD's and VHS tapes at
the Bainbridge Friends of the Library Book Sales.
Special Christmas stocking stuffers: 2010
Booklovers' Calendars. Gift Certificates also
available online at www.bifriends.org. Sales: 12/3,
12/12 and 12/22. 1270 Madison Ave. N. 206-842-
4162. www.bainbridgepubliclibrary.org

Bloedel Reserve. Give the gift of membership in
one of America’s most highly acclaimed public
gardens. Benefits include: unlimited visits for up to 4
persons plus invitations to lectures, concerts, guided
botanical walks, and special Library reading hours.
Also: give a matted, framed photo of Reserve
landscapes, plants, and flowers by former Executive
Director Richard A. Brown (on exhibit at the
Bainbridge Athletic Club during December). 7571
NE Dolphin Drive. 206-842-7631.
www.bloedelreserve.org

Global Team for Local Initiatives, a Bainbridge-
based nonprofit, is selling gift products (beaded
bracelets, goatskin belts, Xmas ornaments) made by
the Hamar tribe of Ethiopia, one of the world’s oldest
cultures and one of the most endangered. The
proceeds help the tribe to buy food. Available online
at www.gtli.us and at the Grange Holiday Craft
Sale, Dec. 4, 5 & 6, 11am – 5pm, 10340 Madison
Ave NE. 206-780-4353.

IslandWood. Give the gift of an experience in the
woods this holiday season with IslandWood camp
gift certificates. IslandWood offers a variety of fun
and exciting family adventure weekends as well as
spring break and summer camp programs for kids
ages 4-18. Programs focus on themes related to
nature, art, sustainability, science, and outdoor fun
and adventure. 4450 Blakely Avenue NE. 206-855-
4305. www.islandwood.org

Puget Sound Restoration Fund. Purchase your
loved one a shellfish garden. For $200, a staff
member of PSRF will install a shellfish garden on
your beach and teach you how to maintain it.
Oysters grow to an edible size in just one year!
Beaches must be on or near Bainbridge. 206-780-
6947. www.restorationfund.org

West Sound Wildlife Shelter. Sponsor the care of
an injured animal in a gift recipient’s name. When
the animal has recuperated and been released, we’ll
send your giftee a certificate of sponsorship, a
photo, and a short history of the animal’s stay with
us. Also: our 2010 calendar, with photos of some of
our recent patients. Available at Eagle Harbor Book
Co., Paper Products, or online at
www.westsoundwildlife.org. 206.-855-9057.

YES! Magazine. $20 Gift Package includes a 1-year
subscription to YES! Magazine and a 2010 YES!
wall calendar – all printed on 100% consumer waste
paper. 284 Madrona Way NE, Ste. 116. 206-842-
0216. www.yesmagazine.org

More Bainbridge Island nonprofits are listed at
www.onecallforall.org.

www.christmasinthecountry.info
www.bistudiotour.com
www.bainbridgewineries.com
www.bainbridgecommunityfoundation.org
www.bainbridgehistory.org
www.bi-landtrust.org
www.bifriends.org
www.bainbridgepubliclibrary.org
www.bloedelreserve.org
www.gtli.us
www.islandwood.org
www.restorationfund.org
www.westsoundwildlife.org
www.yesmagazine.org
www.onecallforall.org


4

MAKE YOUR OWN ONE-OF-A-KIND GIFTS
(arranged alphabetically).

Bainbridge Gardens Wreath Making. It's
affordable and so easy-to-do! Even first time wreath-
makers can create a festive wreath in about an hour
with our wreath-making machines. Free demos:
Wed. Dec. 2, 11am & Sun. Dec. 6, 1pm. Call 206-
842-5888 to reserve a free 2-hour slot on one of our
16 machines. www.bainbridgegardens.com

Mesolini Glass Studio Fused Glass Holiday
Workshop. Dec. 12, 10am - 4pm. Make pins,
magnets, pendants, tiles of various sizes,
ornaments, mirrors, frames, plus special projects.
13291 Madison Ave NE, Bainbridge Island. 206-842-
7133.

My Kids’ Cookies Gingerbread Decorating Party.
Dec. 5, 12 & 19. Reserve your one- hour decorating
party. My Kids’ Cookies provide a family of four with
gingerbread people, decorating materials, cookies &
milk. 9723 Coppertop Loop. 206-780-3091.
www.mykidscookies.com

Real Food Gift Baskets. Let Real Foods help you
put together a gift basket with featuring local and
sustainable products through the holidays. We have
tons of great products to put in the baskets as well
as recycled packing materials and reusable baskets.
www.gotrealfoods.com

RECYCLE, DONATE, SHARE . . . . (arranged
alphabetically).

Helpline Holiday Store. Donate new gifts and
practical items for children, teenagers, and adults
through December 11 so those less fortunate can
have a brighter holiday season. The store is open
Dec. 14 – 18 for neighbors to choose gifts for their
family members. 282 Knechtel Way NE. 206-842-
7621. http://helplinehouse.org

Katy Warner Christmas Fund. Help your less
fortunate neighbors enjoy the Holidays by making a
donation to this annual fund, sponsored by the all-
volunteer Bainbridge Committee. One-hundred
percent of your donations goes directly to your
neighbors in need. Checks can be dropped off c/o
The Katy Warner Christmas Fund at the Bainbridge
Review, American Marine Bank, and Walt’s
Lynwood Market or mailed to P.O. Box 10354,
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110.

The Sportsmen’s Club provides an open dinner on
Christmas. Volunteers and donated pies are
welcome. 206-842-4326.

Toys for Tots Campaign. Cook Family Funeral
Home sponsors the US Marine Corps Toys for Tots
program through December 23. We will also be
collecting funds and food to benefit The Helpline
House on Bainbridge Island. Bring donations to 163
Wyatt Way NE. 206-842-2642.
www.cookfamilyfuneralhome.com

SUPPORT OUR BAINBRIDGE ISLAND
STORES AND BUSINESSES – both for a
healthy community and to save on gas - by
shopping locally. Buying from a local business
conserves energy and resources in the form of
less fuel for transportation, less packaging, plus
products that you know are safe and well made,
because your neighborhood businesses stands
behind them (arranged alphabetically).

First Stop: Pick up a “Passport to the Holidays”
from Bainbridge Island Downtown Association at the
November 28 Holiday Open House or at
participating merchants. Fill your “passport” with
stamps from local merchants each time you spend
$10 at participating stores. Collect stamps from 75%
of the participating stores and enter to win the grand
prize drawing for a $2,500 Downtown Shopping
Spree! Individual tickets can be entered for
participating store drawings, as well. Final drawing
will be held on Saturday, December 19. 206-842-
2982. www.bainbridgedowntown.org

A is for Artists Gallery is a nonprofit cooperative
gallery for local artists, many of whom use recycled
materials in their work. Participating artists receive
commissions of at least 70%, and help work in the
gallery to keep the prices of art and jewelry more
affordable. www.aisforartistsgallery.com

Bainbridge Arts & Crafts exhibits and sells the
work of over 200 local and regional artists. We have
beautiful and accomplished work in many mediums
and at a wide range of prices. And we have gift
certificates. BAC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit gallery.
206-842-3132. www.bainbridgeartscrafts.org

At Bainbridge Island Vineyards & Winery, "local"
is more than a word. To us it means grown on the
Island, made on the Island, and sold within 20 miles
of our farm. We have made safe, sustainable
choices at all stages of winemaking. Our organic
and pesticide-free wines are a perfect match for
foods grown in the Puget Sound region, and can be
purchased at Town & Country Market, the Winter
Farmers Market, and at the Winery. Stop by for a
tasting and tour! www.bainbridgevineyards.com

www.bainbridgegardens.com
www.mykidscookies.com
www.gotrealfoods.com
http://helplinehouse.org
www.cookfamilyfuneralhome.com
www.bainbridgedowntown.org
www.aisforartistsgallery.com
www.bainbridgeartscrafts.org
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Cecil Ross Studio features wood art and furniture
made from local and FSC certified woods. This
includes salvaged historic trees from the Island,
while upholstered work uses fabrics that are
environmentally sensitive. Trying to tread softly on
this earth, we attempt to produce the highest quality
work while adhering to a “green” philosophy. Please
pay us a visit and discuss how we may all make a
difference. www.cecilross.com

Classic Cycle now offers the Atwood and Belleville
bikes by TREK, made with Eco Design, which
considers the impact of every aspect of the product’s
lifespan. Classic also sells beautiful gifts made from
recycled bike parts. Struggling with Bainbridge hills?
Buy a bike with an electric option, or let Classic add
the electric option to your existing bike. 740 Winslow
Way. 206-842-9191. www.classiccycleus.com

Eagle Harbor Book Co. Books are the perfect gift -
they are read over and over, shared among friends
and family, and are often recycled by selling them
back to EHBC as used books for cash or store
credit. Thinking about an eReader this holiday?
Know this: When you use a Kindle, you can ONLY
shop from Amazon. Consider a Sony e-Reader or an
iPhone: You have the choice of where you want to
buy. There's a free IndieBound application
(www.indiebound.org) for the iPhone so you can
search for & purchase eBooks from independent
booksellers across the United States ... including
here at home! www.eagleharborbooks.com

Eleven Winery on Bainbridge packages its wines in
glass, with paper labels, natural cork stoppers, and
tin capsules. All parts of the package are recyclable
or from renewable resources. We have donated over
$10,000 in the past year in wine, wine discounts,
and auction items to local schools and other
nonprofits. We sell our wine at local stores, at our
tasting room in Winslow, and from the winery.
www.elevenwinery.com

“Flavors of Bainbridge.” A book of 31 recipes
contributed by Bainbridge Islanders, plus 31 photos
of the beauty and bounty of Bainbridge. Locally
edited, published, designed, and photographed,
printed in Seattle on recycled paper, and for sale at
Eagle Harbor Book Co. and Town & Country Market.
All recipes contain at least one local ingredient,
supporting the importance of buying locally-grown
food, and all proceeds benefit the Kitsap Humane
Society.

Grain Design, a Bainbridge Island-based design
consultancy and studio specializing in sustainable
product design, offers jewelry, bags, recyclable
shower curtains, and other items that are made

locally and sold from its website:
www.graindesign.com

Grounds for Change is a Suquamish-based coffee
roaster that uses carbon offsets to offers java that is
shade-grown, organic, fair trade AND carbon neutral
from crop-to-cup. Owners Kelsey and Stacey
Marshall, former Islanders, contribute 1% of their
profit to environmental and local causes. Fair Trade
Organic coffee, tea, chocolate and coffee gift boxes
can be ordered at www.groundsforchange.com

J & LG Strickler Furniture. In our Baker Hill studio,
we produce tables, lamps, baskets and journals from
natural materials that we gather locally, and recycle
as much as possible: leftover bark, cedar, and cattail
clippings are processed into handmade paper that is
used for journal covers, in baskets, or in other
objects. Available on the Winter Studio Tour and
Dana’s Showhouse, 194 Winslow Way E.
http://web.mac.com/jlgstrickler/jlgstrickler/Home.
html

Katy Krokower – Consulting Arborist. What a
great season to give the gift of healthy trees to your
friends and family! Katy Krokower is an ISA Certified
consulting arborist who can assess tree health and
vigor or complete a qualified risk assessment of
trees on your property. Hand-made certificates
available to announce your gift! 206-351-1375 or
www.katykrokower.com

MadeOnBainbridge.com, an online store, features
goods created by local artists and artisans. You will
find wonderful holiday gifts for everyone on your
list. Many items are made from recycled materials,
including cheese boards handcrafted from wood
scraps, soy candles in recycled containers, and
cards made with canceled postage stamps. Local
and nationwide delivery. Shop at
www.madeonbainbridge.com

My Kids’ Cookies. Baked fresh daily on Bainbridge,
My Kids’ old-fashioned chocolate chip cookies,
muffins, and brownies are the perfect treat for
friends, family, and clients. Shipped nationwide.
9723 Coppertop Loop, #202 (Sportsman Park). 206-
780-3091. www.MyKidsCookies.com

Paper Products, Etc. has a great selection of
recycled holiday cards, stationery, papers,
envelopes, roll wrap, rafia, gift tags, gift bags, tissue
paper, shipping materials, and lots more! Plus great
gifts made from sustainable and recycled materials
including picture frames, wallets, calendars, journals,
and Bainbridge Island t-shorts, sweatshirts, and hats
made from 100% organic cotton or hemp. 256
Winslow Way E. 206-842-6682.
www.paperproductsetc.com

www.bainbridgevineyards.com
www.cecilross.com
www.classiccycleus.com
www.indiebound.org
www.eagleharborbooks.com
www.elevenwinery.com
www.graindesign.com
www.groundsforchange.com
http://web.mac.com/jlgstrickler/jlgstrickler/Home
www.katykrokower.com
www.madeonbainbridge.com
www.MyKidsCookies.com
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ProgressiveKid, an online store with a pick-up
warehouse on Miller Road, offers many green
products for holiday gift giving: eco toys, including
organic cotton plush toys and sustainably-grown
wood animal figures and puzzles; organic cotton
children’s clothing and linens; Fair-Trade, organic
chocolate; eco art supplies and craft kits; lead-free
and PVC-free lunchpaks; chemical-free, sustainably
harvested wood bedroom furniture; and more.
www.progressivekid.com

Pure Rasa Organic Tees. Organic hemp/cotton
Yoga Tees with subtle silk screen design elements
inspired by the practice of yoga and meditation.
Great stocking stuffers! A full yoga wear line is in the
works. Committed to sustainable organic and
recycled fabrics and to a practice of giving.
www.purerasa.com

Que' Sarah Boutique in Rolling Bay. We are
vintage-based with green products using vintage
and recycled materials with a new design, including
jewelry, jeans, sweaters, men’s shirts, linens, home
decor, lamps and furniture. Designer Sarah
Mortensen recycles materials whenever possible.
Go to www.retroeclectro.com to see the apron and
linen line. 11201 Sunrise Dr. NE. (across the street
from Bay Hay & Feed). 360-301-9552.

Real Foods Market and Cafe is a locally owned
and operated business that focuses on organic, local
and sustainable products including: beautiful wood
bowls and decorative pieces made from reclaimed
railroad ties; several lines of organic and biodynamic
beauty products, many in reusable glass containers;
and Klean Kanteens, a great alternative to plastic
water bottles, made from 100% recycled materials,
non-leaching and reusable forever.
www.gotrealfoods.com

Sid Mais / Etched Glass. Original wildlife and sea
life images etched on glass make excellent holiday
gifts. Coffee mugs, wine glasses, paper weights are
only a few of the offerings. Available on the
Bainbridge Island Studio Tour (Dec. 5 – 7) and at
Dancing Spirit Studio (Nov. 28/29; Dec. 12, 13, 19,
20. 7021 Fletcher Bay Rd). 206-842-5117.
www.etchedbysidmais.com

Sweetlife Farm specializes in usable, functional and
edible gifts. You will find jams, jellies and honey
made on site from fruit grown on site, plus many
great gift ideas from our handmade selection of
soaps and skincare confections, also made on site,
many with our own herbs and flowers. New this year
are Sweetlife Diva Aprons and hand decorated
baskets and recyclable decorated boxes. Visit us on
Christmas in the Country! www.sweetlifefarm.com

Green Gift Ideas from Town & Country Market
include reusable cloth grocery bags; collapsible
shopping baskets; bamboo cutting boards,
tableware, and kitchen towels; counter-top compost
pails; locally handcrafted soaps; hemp and organic
cotton small bags and accessories made on
Bainbridge; locally made beeswax candles;
sustainably grown wines from Bainbridge Island;
locally produced specialty cheeses; reusable water
bottles; cookbooks for conscious eaters; and more.
www.townandcountrymarkets.com

The Traveler sells laptop carriers made from 100%
recycled water and soda bottles as well as a
fashionable line of totes and handbags also made
from 100% recycled plastic bottles. Also, this will be
the 14th year that The Traveler has given 5% of all
sales in December to the Bainbridge Ometepe
(Nicaragua) Sister Island Association (BOSIA).
These funds have been used to help build a library
and to purchase books. 206-842-4578.
www.thetraveler.com

Write Way to Learn. I am a local mom and operate
my business from my home here on Bainbridge. We
make Earth-friendly educational products that teach
children to read and write and also to learn sign
language. We use a unique, multi-sensory approach
to learning, suitable for all learning styles. Our
Learning Cards are printed on recycled paper,
laminated for reusability, and packaged in recycled
materials. We also offer “printable” Learning Cards
that avoid shipping costs. Products can be
purchased online at www.writewaytolearn.com

FINALLY, THINK “GREEN” IN YOUR GIFT
WRAPPING, DECORATING, AND HOLIDAY
ACTIVITIES.

 Christmas Trees and Wreaths

Buy your Christmas tree on the Island. For a list
of choose-and-cut trees, go to http://kitsap.wsu.edu/
ag/u-cut_trees.htm#bi. Or, give a living tree, plant it
together after the holidays, and watch it grow
through the years (and help global warming). Care
tips for “living” Christmas trees are at
http://forestry.about.com/od/christmastrees1/ht/living
_x_tree.htm. (Contributed by Tom Bartuska)

Make a Wreath! Create a wreath for your own home
or as a gift, using the Bainbridge Gardens wreath-
making machine. Only backyard tree and shrub
trimmings are used and it supports a local business,
when you buy the frame from them. Bainbridge
Gardens also handles the UPS shipping.
www.bainbridgegardens.com. (Contributed by
Bobbie Morgan)

www.paperproductsetc.com
www.progressivekid.com
www.purerasa.com
www.retroeclectro.com
www.gotrealfoods.com
www.etchedbysidmais.com
www.sweetlifefarm.com
www.townandcountrymarkets.com
www.thetraveler.com
www.writewaytolearn.com
http://kitsap.wsu.edu/
http://forestry.about.com/od/christmastrees1/ht/living
www.bainbridgegardens.com


7

 Ornaments and Holiday Lighting

Make Your Own Ornaments. Have an ornament-
making party using materials found in nature and
pretty scraps you have around the house: pine
cones, flowers, cranberries, and popcorn all make
festive decorations that cost little or nothing.
(Contributed by Kathleen Thorne)

Recycled Memories. Can’t bear to toss your now-
grown children’s rattles, matchbox cars, and other
small playthings? Or that stash of souvenirs from
long-ago tourism experiences? Turn them into
Christmas tree ornaments that are sure to trigger
memories and stories from family members at your
holiday gatherings. And puzzled looks from others.
(Contributed by Kathleen Thorne)

Holiday Lighting and Fireplace Ideas. Use
beeswax or soy candles instead of regular wax
candles. Use a timer for outdoor lights; set it to turn
on at dusk and off at 10 or 11 p.m. Use fireplace
logs that are made from eco-friendly materials. Java
logs are made from used coffee grounds and natural
vegetable wax and produce 10 times less creosote
and carbon monoxide than wood. (Contributed by
Diane Landry)

 Gift Wrap

Skip the Wrapping Paper. I use beautiful ribbons
that can be used over and over again. Kids don't
care so much about the wrapping so I have even put
the present back in the brown box it came in and
then put a big ribbon on it. Or wrap up gifts in fabric
scraps, tea towels, dish towels (new ones), which
add to the gift, paper from grocery bags with stamps
or kids drawings, or the comics section from the
newspaper. (Contributed by Patricia Intihar)

Fabric Gift Wrap. I have wrapped presents in a dish
towel (which can itself be part of the gift), and also in
toile from a partial bolt of fabric that I bought at the
Rotary Auction, along with ribbon from the auction. I
had not thought of the Rotary Auction as a place for
alternative wrapping materials, but they have a
whole department of fabrics and ribbon. (Contributed
by Bobbie Morgan).

Cloth Gift Bags. At www.wrapsacks.com you can
find colorful cloth bags in all sizes that you can buy
as gift bags. They come with a serial number that
lets you follow the progress of your reusable bag
around the world. Or make your own cloth bags from
recycled fabric remnants (see above). (Contributed
by Marcia Lagerloef)

Recycled and Recyclable Gift Wrap. Since
commercial gift wrap is not suitable for recycling,
consider using plain brown paper (either from
grocery bags or on rolls) with colorful stamps to
decorate it. For ribbon, try yarn that can be reused
again and again (and then put out for birds for nest
building). For gift tags, cut up old greeting cards and
made your own. (Contributed by Katya Bridwell)
For large gifts, wrap in old pillowcases, tablecloths
or bed sheets. (Contributed by Diane Landry)

Reusable holiday gift wrap. 30+ years ago I made
holiday gift bags from seasonable fabric. I cut long
rectangles of fabric, stitched the sides together,
"hemmed" the top and pulled cording through the
"hem" in order to close the bags. Fabric holiday gift
bags can be simple, or you can use your creativity to
create something unique and special.  (Contributed
by Christine Christensen)

 Sustainable Living Gift Ideas

Recycle Gifts. I've gone to birthday parties where it
was requested that only recycled gifts be given. That
is, used gifts. Also, for cards, my friends and I use a
Post-It to write a message and attach that to the
card. That way, the card can be re-used.
(Contributed by Tom Leurquin)

Give a Home Energy Inspection. An on-Island
home inspector, Orca Inspection Services,
(www.orcainspect.acereport.net) does Energy
Conservation Home Inspections. Many of the repairs
that result from this inspection are fairly easy, low
cost fixes. These inspections would make a great
gift for any home owners concerned with
sustainability and energy savings! (Contributed by
Mimi Stewart)

Think “green” with your family: 1) Have a friendly
discussion on green practices and “One Planet
Living” www.oneplanetliving.org, give or share a
book on green living or carbon footprints. Have fun
calculating your ecological footprint
www.myfootprint.org and ways to increase your
green living. 2) Give Green Power ($4/month) at
http://www.pse.com/solutions/forbusiness/Pages
/businessGreenPower.aspx or install your own
PVs. 3) Think Big: discuss/plan ways to walk or bike
to all daily activities (work, school, shops, parks,
etc). (Contributed by Tom Bartuska)

www.wrapsacks.com
www.orcainspect.acereport.net
www.oneplanetliving.org
www.myfootprint.org
http://www.pse.com/solutions/forbusiness/Pages

